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Idahoõs National Fire Plan Progress 

State & County Working Groups 
Idahoõs focus on county planning and mitigation is a national 
model.  There is an established Idaho Wildfire òCommunityó 
with county, state, and federal agencies and groups working 
together to reduce risks and restore ecosystems.   
 

County Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) 
CWPPs have been completed for all 44 counties; most have been up-
dated in the past two years.  Eight CWPPs were updated in 2008. 
 

Hazardous Fuels Reduction 
More than 1.7 million acres were treated from 2001-2008 across all 
ownerships in Idaho.  In 2008, $1.17 million was awarded to eleven counties, and 1,534 acres 
on private lands were treated.  Approximately 159,825 acres were treated on Federal Lands, and 
the acres treated on Tribal Lands totaled 4,592. 
 

Firefighting Assistance 
$33 million has been awarded in grants to rural fire departments from 2001-2008 for fire-
fighting resources.  In 2008, $4.9 million was awarded to more than 100 fire departments and 
districts throughout Idaho. 
 

Home Evaluations 
Counties and rural fire departments are conducting home evaluations in high-risk areas.  This is 
providing basic information to fire departments and districts on structure condition and risk.  
These evaluations also offer an opportunity for firefighters to engage homeowners in dialogue 
about risk and protection measures. 
 

An interagency cadre developed a standard guide and forms for home evaluations in Idaho.  
The guide and two forms are now available on the Idaho Fire Plan websiteñ 
www.idahofireplan.org.  One form is used to assist walk-around evaluations with homeowners.  
The other form is for detailed data collection designed to be used with home evaluation soft-
ware.  The Home Evaluation Cadre will conduct training in use of the forms in various loca-
tions across the state. 
 

Wildfire Education 
Idaho FirewiseñMany different organizations across 
Idaho have worked hard to implement partnerships and 
educational programs to raise awareness on all aspects of 
fire.  Whether it is taking time to work with homeowners 
to assess their hazards and risks, or introducing Smokey 
Bearõs prevention message to children, each time we en-
gage with individuals or communities, we decrease the 
challenges and costs of managing wildfire that affect all of 
us. 
 

The Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group has embarked 
on a new initiative to establish a collaborative wildland fire 
education program called Idaho Firewise.  Our hope is 
that through development, implementation, and support of 
education programs, we will achieve a òfirewiseó culture in 
Idaho.  The Idaho Firewise Committee is working with 
Drake Cooper, a web design company located in Boise, to 
design and launch the new Idaho Firewise website.  The 
new website will provide Idahoõs wildfire community the 
opportunity to exchange ideas and material.  We expect the 
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site to be up and running early in the 2009 fire season.  Working collaboratively, Idaho Firewise will actively develop and 
distribute media materials across the state promoting all aspects of fire education.   
 

How can you help?  We need contributions and partnerships to make the Idaho Firewise program a reality.  The knowl-
edge, experience, and funding our partners provide will put much needed education programs, products, and services on the 

ground in local communities.  For information on making a contribution, please turn to the last page of this 
newsletter. 
 

The 2008 Idaho Wildfire Conference, Building Capacity for Restoration, Protection, and Education, was held in Boise 
on October 8-9.  More than 300 participants came together as a statewide fire community to discuss the many facets of pre-
paring for wildfire in Idaho.  Planning has already begun for the next state conference in October, 2010. 
 

Idaho Department of Lands presented eight Living on the Edge workshops to communities and counties in 2008, and 
more presentations are planned for 2009.  These sessions provided homeowners, planners, builders, and others with the lat-
est information on community and home protection.   

 

A new video, Are We Safe from Fire? Protecting 
Idaho Communities, premiered.  To date, over 1,100 
copies of the video have been distributed and shown at 
workshops and events throughout Idaho and the west-
ern United States.  The fire prevention message was 
also spread utilizing a new poster highlighting home-
owner responsibility, Your Fuels/Your Problem/
Your Loss, with more than 2,500 copies distributed, 
and a compelling new fire prevention billboard was 
installed in two key locations in Idaho.  More fire pre-
vention and education messages will continue to be 
delivered through radio, television, newspapers, DVDs, 
and other methods.   
 

The Fire Squirts educational program is active in cen-
tral Idaho.  Started by Elk City teacher Jill Wilson in 
2000, Fire Squirts is a fun, educational week-long camp 
that teaches children about fire ecology, fire history, 

fire behavior, fire prevention, and fire suppression.  Idaho Firewise is implementing 
six camps across the state in 2009.  Through contributions and partnerships, the 
camps are free of charge to children in the communities we serve. 
 

Idaho has six nationally-recognized Firewise Communities.  The Idaho State Fire 
Plan Working Group is partnering with counties to add more in 2009.  With reau-
thorization of the Secure Schools Act, several counties have Title III funds that may 
be used to develop Firewise Communities. 

 
 

Restoration of Forests and Rangelands 
Agencies are working with partners and local collaborative groups to 
assess forest and range conditions at the landscape level. They have 
heightened their discussions about climate change and are incorporating 
the latest science into adaption strategies.  Examples of local collabora-
tive groups are the Clearwater Basin Collaborative, the Coeur 
dõAlene Coalition, and the Lemhi County Forest Restoration 
Group.  The State Fire Plan Working Group is developing a guide to 
help collaborative groups and agencies assess the role of fire in the 
landscape.  Idaho agencies are working together on a State Assess-
ment of Forest Resources to identify areas that have multiple threats, 
concerns, or benefits. It will be used to prioritize areas for resource 
protection, restoration, and enhancement. 
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