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OBuilding Capacity for Restorat"on,

Message from Steve Kimball, Idaho National Fire Plan Coordinator

The 2008 I daho Wildland Fire Conference,

tection, and Educat i-DimBoige. Wwees25thpariicipant®came b e r
together as a statewide community to discuss the many facets of preparing for

IDAHQ STATE FIRE PLAN . : ) : .

WORKING GROUP wildland fire in Idaho. A speci al 0t hank

made this event a success! To those who

members of the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group or other con-

ference participants to learn more. You can view some of the con-

ference presentations on our website www.idahofireplan.org

I &m interested in your thoughts
Group can do to better support wildfire preparation work in Idaho.

Please send me an email,skimball@idl.idaho.gov_, or call me at
208-666-8646.

Governor Butch Otter Opens the Conference

Oregon Trail Fire Panel -
. S The Oregon Trail Fire was a wakeup call. On

August 25", 2008, the fire, aided by 50 mile-
‘ per-hour winds, destroyed ten homes and
damaged several others, resulting in one fatal-
ity; all within just a few hours and within Boise

& B

city limits. The fire was the subject of a panel moderated by Dr. John Freemuth ,
Boise State University. BoiseMayor Dave Bieter |,

Boise Fire Chief Dennis Doan, and homeowner The Idaho State Fire Plan
Chad Fisher discussed the event and lessons learned Working Group Members:
that will help prevent future losses. Mayor Bieter Idaho National Fire Plan
noted that the fire provides a 5-6 month window for Coordinator

action. He said that the city is working to strengthen Idaho Department of Lands
fire codes, more closely enforce the ban on shake L0610 BRI 6l R erilei

fs, and defensibl f Security
roots, and encourage more aerensiple-space € orts. Idaho State Fire Marshal

0This event has worked i ldaho Gover nor I
city and beyond, 6 he sai Resource Conservation &
Development Councils

Idaho Fire Chiefs Association

Idaho Association of Counties

Nez Perce Tribe

Coeur do6Al ene ad
USDA Forest Service

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Bureau of Land Management

US Fish & Wildlife Service

National Park Service

Idaho Emergency

Management Association

Chief Doan praised the efforts of area firefighters
and noted that the damage could have been much
worse if not for their quick response. Doan shared
photos and videos of the
the subdivision. Fisher owns a home in the impacted
neighborhood and is a firefighter for the US Fish and
Wildlife Service. He shared that it was interesting to
experience a fire from the perspective of the home-
owner, and that he would think about this the next
time he is protecting so
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An Australian Approach to Community Fire Protection

Keith Harrap , Executive Director of the New South Wal es
Pl acedé approach to firefighting. This holistic
homeowners for bush fires and legislation aimed at reducing fire risk. An inherent principle is that individual
homeowners, not the government, are responsible for protecting their home. Each homeowner is responsible
for developing an O0OAsset Protection Zoned around
large cadre of resident firefighters almost entirely composed of volunteers. Residents are trained that they
must either evacuate well before a fire comes through, or stay and defend their homes during the fire event.

Harrap stated that the majority of lives lost from wildfires occur not from home ignition, but from homeown-
ers evacuating at the last moment. Statistics in Australia show that fewer homes are lost when trained indi-
viduals stay and defend their homes rather than evacuating their homes in advance of a fire front.

Alan Tresemer , Battalion Chief of the Painted Rocks Fire Rescue Company in Darby, Montana, has adopte
t he Australian approach within his fire district.
tect the dispersed homes in his area from wildfires. Residents have embraced the Australian approach; ac
cepting the premise that the protection of homes from fire is a responsibility of the homeowner and not fire
departments. Tresemer noted that his program has been in place for about a year and has yet to be tested on
a large-scale fire. However, he feels homeowners will be ready when a fire event does take place

Both speakers said they use oneon-one contacts and small group sessions to educate homeowners. They are
building cultural awareness of homeowner responsibility and are educating homeowners to prepare their
property and make choices about staying in place or leaving early.

Federal, State, or Local Agencies: Who Protects? Who Pays?

Officials from the Forest Service (FS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Idaho Department of Lands (IDL),
and the Idaho Bureau of Homeland Security (BHS) discussed roles and responsibilities of their agencies with
regard to community fire protection. George Bacon of IDL stated that his agency suppresses forest fires but
doesndét provide structure protection. | DL has supp
participates in offset agreements with federal agencies.

Mike Dudley , FS, di scussed his agencyds

the flexibility to use agreements with local authorities for structural protec-

tion. Leonard Wehking t al ked about BLMds aut

federal lands and use of local agreements for structural protection. Fred

Abt, BHS, outlined the pathway for declared emergencies when counties

can ask for state assistance and states can ask for federal assistance. Thor Leonard Wehking, BLM
ough sorting and documentation of costs is critical. Increasingly complex —
agreements require sorting out what part of suppression costs are associated with structure protection.

Land Use Planning in the Wildland Urban Interface

A panel moderated by Gregg Servheen discussed planning for land use and development in the wildland ur-

ban interface. The panel included Mark Petroni , retired from the Forest Service,Jane Wittmeyer , Inter-
mountain Forest Association, Kurt Hibbert , Fremont County, and Patty Gude , Headwaters Economics. The
panel shared considerations for planning for growth including water quality, open space, wildlife habitat, costs

for firefighting and community services, and forest management. The potential impacts of unplanned devel-

opment and the benefits of good planning were discussed. Tools for managing development include plans

and land exchanges, acquisitions, and easements.
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Restoration & Rehabilitation: Principles and
Examples for the Intermountain West

George Duda, retired State of New Mexico forester,
discussed fire as a crucial, integral part of forest sys
tems in the intermountain West. Suppression has
interrupted fireds rol e
ests are overcrowded. Proactive treatments can re
store forests to more open, resilient conditions.

Steve Arno and Carl Fiedler, researchers from Mon-
tana, gave historical context on ecological changes to
our forests. Wedve shi
understory fires (and rare large crown fires) to more,
large-scale, standreplacing fires. Examples were
shown of treatments designed to enhance stand and
landscape diversity. The benefits include healthy for-
ests and watersheds as well as community protec-
tion.

Mike Pellant , Great Basin Restoration Initiative Coor
dinator, shared solutions to restoring rangelands that
pose a wildfire risk. Gina Knudson and Jake Kreilick
of the Salmon River Collaborative shared progress on
the Hughes Creek restoration project in Lemhi
County. Robyn Miller and Mitch Silvers of the
Cl ear water Col |l aborati vd
goals for the Clearwater Basin including landscape
restoration, economic development, and enhanced
recreational opportunities.  Jim Doran presented
work of the Coeur doAl e

der Project, Idaho Panhandle National Forest. Jay
OO0 L a u g Wniversity of Idaho, discussed how bio-
mass removal can improve forest conditions, provide
renewable energy, and revitalize rural communities.

Firewise Breakout Session

Mark Larson (efy and

Doug Brown (right). e'
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Building Capacity for Wildland Urban Interface
Fire Protection
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Steps in forming a rural fire district were outlined by

Idaho State Fire Marshal Mark Larson and Fire
Chiefs Dee Gillins of the Glenwood-Caribel Fire Dis-
trict and Kevin Kehoe of the Harpster Fire District.
Doug Brown , Idaho Fire Chiefs Association, and
Mark Larson moderated a discussion on applying
fire codes in the wildland urban interface. Gary
Brown and Larry Svalberg of the Forest Service and
Leonard Wehking of the BLM clarified federal re-
sponse direction and strategies. Judith Leraas

Cook of Firewise Communities/USA discussed bene
fits and steps of becoming a national Firewise Com-
munity. Clark Woodward , RedZone Corporation,
and Keith Richey , Fremont County Emergency Ser
vices Coordinator, showed how RedZone software is
used to assess vulnerability of structures and to plan
wildfire mitigation.

Greg Gollberg , University of Idaho, Harry Steele,
IDL, Jon Skinner, BLM, and others discussed thqg
new Idaho Firewise statewide educational program.
It will feature a statewide clearinghouse of educa-
tional materials and resources that can be
downloaded or ordered for local use. Educators and
managers will be able to exchange ideas and infor-
mation through this website.

Steve Kimball , Idaho National Fire Plan Coordina-
tor, discussed National Fire Plan progress. Sincq
2001, over 1.25 million acres of hazardous fuel
treatments have been completed across ownerships
in ldaho. Over $31 million has been invested in fire-
fighting resources. County interagency groups will
continue to be the main
protect communities from wildfire. Future emphasis
includes linking fuels reduction near communities to

larger-scale forest and range restoration work, ex-
panding education programs, and continuing to

build local firefighting capacity.
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