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The Australians Are Coming!!!

’

Could the Austral :
firefighting concept work in Idaho?CHs9
What lessons from more than 40 years §
fighting bush fires can be brought tems N
ldahods wildl and
we going to pay for the rising costs @
wildfire suppression? Find the answers to these and other question&™4t
Idaho Wildland Fire Conferencat the Doubletree Riverside Hotel in Boi
on October 8 & 9.

The conference will focus on three themes: structural protection, foresg
rangeland restoration, and education and communication. Keynote Spis.
will be Keith Harrap from the New South Wales Rural Fire Service in AUS®
tralia. We 6| | explore how the Australia
are a vendor tradeshow and a-pomference session on developing wildfire mitigation
grants. To find out more, including conference agenda and registration, please visit the con
ference website atvww.idahofireplan.org/IWEC/

 Toviewthei Bu s BPir e@ ar e tvigeo, \&ill
the Tasmania Fire Service web sitavww.fire.tas.gov.au

Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group

Announces New Members

A number of new members have joined the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group th
Some of the new members have been actively involved with the working group for s
years, while others are becoming engaged for the first time.

Julie Thomas Idaho Resource Conservation & Development Association
Dave Summers ldaho Department of Lands

Gary Brown, Intermountain Region (R8) USDA Forest Service

Craig Glazier, Northern Region (R®) USDA Forest Service

Susan JenkinsUSDA Forest Service Alternate

Mark Stephensen,ldaho Bureau of Homeland Security Alternate

Recap of June 2008
Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group Meeting

The June meeting of the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group was held at the University of
Idaho Field Campus in McCall. Some highlights of the meeting include:

eFederal Community Protection Poliéy Gary Brown, Fire Management Officer for the
Payette National Forest, discussed how Appropriate Management Response should be uti
ized and how the concept is sometimes misinterpreted.

eEducation Progran® A new, comprehensive fire education program is being developed in
Idaho that will provide a framework for delivering education majg

rials throughout the state. NeXt

*FIREWISE Communities/lUSA Judith Leraas Cook, Nationa

Program Manager, discussEédewise and the benefits of creating "
moreFirewise Communities. Worklng Group
eMeeting With Local County Fire Working Grougs Meeting
Representatives from the Valley and Adams County groups ta

about their most recent efforts to protect their communities. OCt()ber 7
i Ab 0 v e 8 Waxking Group members prioritized federal ha

ardous fuels treatment projects within the Intermountain Regio in Boisel
the Forest Service throughout southern and eastern Idaho. '



http://www.idahofireplan.org/IWFC/

New Video Highlights the I mportance of
ldaho has developed a new education t ooAre WeoSaterFio
Fire?: Prot ect i n g shdwslhaeonvdess ho@ o protast thentsedlves and their property b
wildland fire reaches their community. The video includes gripping testimony from residents of the Deer Creek
sion, whose homes were threatened by the Poe Cabin Fire during the summer of 2007. Homes that had be
with hazardous fuels reduction/defensible space survived, even though fire behavic

extreme.

The video was produced by Framing Our Community, aprofit group based in Elk

City, and will premier at a gala event in Grangeville, September 17, at 3 p.m. In adc

the video will be available on our websitevatw.idahofireplan.orgor to obtain a copy

for your community, contact Steve Kimball, National Fire Plan Coordinator for Idah

skimball@idl.idaho.gowr 208666-8646. Funding was provided by the Forest Servi'

Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Idaho Department of Lands;

Perce Tribe, Clearwater Resource Conservation & Development Association, IdahoPFiFéreek Subdivision during the
Chiefs Assaciation, Idaho Bureau of Homeland Security, and Framing Our Community. Foe Cabin Fire.

|l daho Strives to Become More fAF
A subcommittee of the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group is partnering with coun-
ties to develop a statewide education program. The result will be a variety of fire edu-
cation tools (i.e. posters, videos, workshops) that will be available through the State
Working Group website for use in your community. The goal is to develop a
AFirewiseo culture in lIdaho. Here is a
Firewise Communities/USA www.firewisecommunities.com

This national program provides extensive information and educational material de-
signed to help communities prepare for wildfires. A group of neighbors or an entire
community can work together to achieve recognition as a National Firewise Commu-
ni ty. Much | i ke ANeighborhood Watch, o
gether on a common g@ahome protection. There are currently six Firewise Commu-
nities in Idaho, and the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group would like to see this
number increase significantly. As more Firewise Communities are created in Idaho,
more community fAsparkplugso wild/l be id
county fire working groups. This in turn will help strengthen National Fire Plan efforts throughout the state. Are you
interested in learning more about becoming a Firewise Community? Contact Harry Steele, Idaho State Firewise Liaist
athsteele@idl.idaho.goer 208666-8673.

Draft of the New Community Wildfire

Protection Guide

A national task force composed of multiple agencies and groups will soon issue a
guide for Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs). The CWPP has prove
be one of the most successful tools developed for meeting community wildfire pr,
tion challenges. The new guide will supplement (not replace) the original CWPP
issued in March, 2004. The new guide will help counties improve their CWP!
focusing on elements not highlighted in the 2004 CWPP guide:

e Individual Responsibility

e Fire Response

e Planning, Zoning, Building (including model codes)

e Structural Ignitability & Community Preparedness

o Strategies for Considering Risk to Communities and Ecosystems

e More on Fuels Treatments and Restoration (prioritizing and designing projects)

Check out the latest draft of the new CWPP Guide at this link:
http://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/communities/documents/CommunityGuide062708.pdf
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