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Greetings from Steve Kimball,
|l dahods Nati onal Fire PI

| 6ve settled i ntj
wor king with | da
cies and citizens on our important
Fire Plan work. | thoroughly enjoy
my first State Working Group mee
I ng in June. I
counties to see etihe-ground pro-
jects and hear from dedicated playe

in Ildahooés Nati -
munity. The collaborative frame- | !

wor k wedve developed in Il daho is outs
efforts as | travel through the State; there are improved conditions and expanding
capability for fire protection i n man

want to see and hear as much as | can about what is happening out there. Please
invite me to visit or call me to share your successes and suggestions.

My early discussions with the Working Group and others have highlighted some
areas of emphasis for our work this next year. These include:

« Strengthening county collaborative groups

« Updating Community Wildfire Protection Plans

« Building hazard reduction projects that cross ownerships and jurisdictions

« Restoring fireadapted ecosystems and addressing forest health issues

« Linking Fire Plan work with biomass utilization efforts

« Addressing smoke and other logapact issues

« Further developing fire management strategies that lessen cost and bring eco-

l ogi cal benefit (such as fAappropri a
useo)

 Sharing progress and goals with the state and national congressional delega-
tion, the Governorodos office, and ot

Of course these and other issues will be addressed through the county framework
we have set up. Please let me know of other important issues and needs to be ad-
dressed.

What are we trying to achieve? What would success look like in3years?
| asked this question of | daho Depart
Ron gave this list :

« Sustainable, Efficient Program

« Cooperative Dialogue

« Mutual Agreement on Delivery

« Low Risk Forests

« Fire Protection with Less Resources

|l 6m interested in seeing ymiumetheeélest !
ments or indicators of-5years dMeanaillag-ou 6 d
dress isskimball@idl.idaho.gov.

(Continued on ne



(continued from previous page)

As || make my rounds, | d6m seeing how motivated pe
work together in our county groups to resolve local issues and develop and implement actions to improve co
ditions and reduce vulnerability to wildfire impacts.

We are set up well in Idaho with a collaborative cotrdged approach to aggressively improve conditions in
our wildland urban interface and | andscapes. It
to sharing ideas with you soon. Please feel free to contact me-668@846 with your ideas or invitations.

Success!/

The Poe Cabin Fire near Riggins threatened
over a hundred structures this July. In 2004,
many residents in the Deer Creek drainage as-
sessed their wildfire hazard and worked dili-
gently to reduce fuels around their homes and
outbuildings. These pictures (right) show two
of several Deer Creek homes that were success-
fully defended during the Poe Cabin Fire as a
result of the fuels reduction efforts. Thinned
and pruned trees near the buildings effectively
halted the fire spread and these homes were
left undamaged.

Welcome New Members!

The Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group is pleased to announce the addidiavidbHasz

representing thelaho Emergency Management AssociatioEMA). IEMA is a statewide

organization composed of county Emergency Services Coordinators committed to fostering emergency plan:
ning efforts throughout the state. I n a majorit
leadership role in the implementation of Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) and other planning
efforts. David is the Emergency Services Coordinator for Lewis County and can be reached at
dhasz@lewiscountyid.org

ISFPWG also welcomekoe DanielsandDean Ellis, who will ensure greater representation of eastern ldaho.
Joe, an Oneida County Commissioner, is a representative frdoatiee Association of Counties Dean,
Chief of the Idaho Falls Fire Department, is the new President éddhe Fire Chiefs Association Dean
replaces outgoing Presidddbug Brown who has served on the ISFPWG for the past three years.

Thank you Doug for all of your efforts!
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