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owners, rural fire departments, counties, state and federal fire agencies, and others are working together to prepara-for wil
fires. From 2002008 we have accomplished approximately 1.7 million acres of hazardous fuels reduction in Idaho. County
Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPSs) are in place in all 44 counties, with active updates ongoing. Over 13,000 homes and struc:
tures have been protected with National Fire Plan grants, and more than $33 million has been invested in firefightingsesourc

While 2008 brought few fires, there was a tragic fire in the Boise foothills. The Oregon Trail Fire showed how queatdy a fir
threaten a community. Fanned by -Blile-an-hour winds, the fire destroyed ten homes, damaged several others, and resulted
in one fatality. The fire generated considerable discussion of lessons learned. Ada County and other counties ar@gonsideri
standards for new construction in the wildland urban interface and are boosting their homeowner education efforts.
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homes and communities. Those of us in firefighting and emergency planning should lead the way by educating homeowners,
working together to prepare our local areas, and 4ptanning our coordinated response. Good measures for success will be:
(1)a statewide expectation that homeowners will maintain their property to a standard for fire resiliency; (2)residents under-
stand what to expect when fires approach, gréf | 'y K2 ¢ G KS@& Qf f-cohiBciedid ¥ focal fiye Reparth@ht; ¢ S €
(3)recognition that fire is a vital element in our wild lands, and (4)support for managing fire to meet resource objeb@ves w

and when appropriate.

In 2009, the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group will continue to support counties in their efforts to assess and reduce risk
The State Working Group will support priority fuels reduction and restoration work that crosses ownerships and build$on prev
2dza 62NJ @ 2 S Qdatio Fioyisévedsite arnd icl€aringh®us® provide central access to educational materials

and programs.

Thank you for your interest in and contributions to our National Fire Plan program in Idaho. Please stay connected to us
through our website www.idahofireplan.org
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in Idaho. Please send me an emakimball@idl.idaho.gogor call me at 208666-8646.

Steve Kimball




