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! aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ  
National Fire Plan Coordinator... 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƳŀǊƪǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǿƛƭŘƭŀƴŘ ŦƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ  IƻƳŜπ
owners, rural fire departments, counties, state and federal fire agencies, and others are working together to prepare for wild-
fires.  From 2001-2008 we have accomplished approximately 1.7 million acres of hazardous fuels reduction in Idaho.  County 
Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs) are in place in all 44 counties, with active updates ongoing.  Over 13,000 homes and struc-
tures have been protected with National Fire Plan grants, and more than $33 million has been invested in firefighting resources. 
 

While 2008 brought few fires, there was a tragic fire in the Boise foothills.  The Oregon Trail Fire showed how quickly a fire can 
threaten a community.  Fanned by 50-mile-an-hour winds, the fire destroyed ten homes, damaged several others, and resulted 
in one fatality.  The fire generated considerable discussion of lessons learned.  Ada County and other counties are considering 
standards for new construction in the wildland urban interface and are boosting their homeowner education efforts. 
 

Living in a fire-ǇǊƻƴŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ LŘŀƘƻŀƴǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƛǊŜ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ their 
homes and communities.  Those of us in firefighting and emergency planning should lead the way by educating homeowners, 
working together to prepare our local areas, and pre-planning our coordinated response.  Good measures for success will be: 
(1)a statewide expectation that homeowners will maintain their property to a standard for fire resiliency; (2)residents under-
stand what to expect when fires approach, pre-Ǉƭŀƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ-connected to their local fire department;  
(3)recognition that fire is a vital element in our wild lands, and (4)support for managing fire to meet resource objectives where 
and when appropriate. 
 

In 2009, the Idaho State Fire Plan Working Group will continue to support counties in their efforts to assess and reduce risk.  
The State Working Group will support priority fuels reduction and restoration work that crosses ownerships and builds on previ-
ƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ǳƴǾŜƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ Idaho Firewise website and clearinghouse to provide central access to educational materials 
and programs. 
 

Thank you for your interest in and contributions to our National Fire Plan program in Idaho.  Please stay connected to us 
through our websiteτwww.idahofireplan.org.  
 

LΩƳ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ CƛǊŜ tƭŀƴ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƻ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭŘŦƛǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪ 
in Idaho.  Please send me an emailτskimball@idl.idaho.govςor call me at 208-666-8646. 

 Steve Kimball 

 Idaho NFP Coordinator 


